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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tfie fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/31/06 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The 112 rejections to claim 1-20 has been withdrawn In view of the amendments 
to claims 1 and 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9-11, 13-14, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chu (US 6,216,185) in view of Lin et al. (US 6,404,511). 

With respect to claim 1 , Chu teaches a docking station (200) for a mobile 
computer (100), the docking station comprising: a port (292) for receiving the mobile 
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computer, a communication interface (Column 5, Lines 23-27) for communicating with 
at least one external computer, wherein the external computer and the mobile computer 
are separate computers; and a display (210) for depicting information exchanged with 
the at least one external computer; wherein the docking station is itself mobile, has no 
local host computer core when the mobile computer is uninstalled (Column 4, Lines 48- 
50), and wherein the docking station (200) enables communications with the mobile 
computer (100) when the mobile computer is installed into the port (Column 3, Lines 53- 
67). Chu fails to teach that the docking station enables the communication interface to 
acquire the information of the external computer and to display the information when the 
mobile computer is both uninstalled and without communications with the docking 
station. Lin et al. teaches the conventionality of having a communication interface 
enabled to acquire information from an external computer (Column 6, Lines 22-27). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Lin et al. with that of Chu to further expand the 
functionality of the docking station. With respect to displaying the information, the 
display (210) of the docking station (200) can display the information received from the 
external computer (Column 4, Lines 19-20). 

With respect to claim 10, Chu teaches a system supporting communications 
between a mobile docking station and at least one external computer, the system 
comprising: a mobile docking station (200) that has no local host computer core when 
the mobile computer is uninstalled (Column 4, Lines 48-50), the docking station 
comprising: a port (292) for receiving the mobile computer (100), a communication 
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interface (Column 5, Lines 23-27) for communicating with the at least one external 
computer, wherein the at least one external computer and the mobile computer are 
separate computers; and a display (210) for depicting information exchanged with the at 
least one external computer, wherein the mobile docking station supports 
communication with at least one external device when the mobile computer is installed 
(Column 3, Lines 53-67). Chu further teaches that the docking station (200) which has 
a mobile computer (100) which is both uninstalled from the docking station and without 
communications with the docking station, but is silent as to whether the docking station 
(200) enables the communications interface to support communication with the at least 
one external computer when the mobile computer in such a state. Lin et al. teaches the 
conventionality of having a communication interface enabled to acquire information from 
an external computer (Column 6, Lines 22-27). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Lin et al. with that of Chu to further expand the functionality of the docking station. 

With respect to claims 2 and 1 1 , Chu further teaches that the display is a display 
integrated with the docking station (Column 4, Lines 19-20). 

With respect to claim 3, Chu further teaches that the port for receiving the mobile 
comprises a connector (300). 

With respect to claim 4, Chu further teaches that the port (292) further receives a 
chassis (Which the circuitry of 100 is housed within - Column 3, Lines 55-57)) for the 
mobile computer (Column 3, Lines 53-55). 
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With respect to claims 6 and 13, Chu further teaches a user interface comprising 
one or more of a keyboard, a mouse, a touch screen (Column 4, Lines 20-21), a light 
pen, a stylus, audio interface, tactile transducer, vibration transducer and an external 
connector for an external input/output device permitting interaction with rendered 
information on the display. 

With respect to claims 8 and 14, Chu further discloses that the communication 
interface for communicating with at least one external computer is one or more of a 
wireless connection and a wired connection (Column 5, Line 24-28 wherein a LAN 
connection is either a wired or wireless connection). 

With respect to claims 9 and 20, Chu further teaches that the mobile computer 
(100) is one of an ultra compact computer, a computer core (Column 4, Lines 48-50), a 
handheld computer, and a laptop computer. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chu 
in view of Lin et al. and further in view of Watts, Jr. et al (US 6,285,911 - 
hereinafter "Watts"). 

With respect to claim 7, Chu in view of Lin et al, teach the limitations of claim 1 
above but is silent as to the docking station having a receptacle for receiving electrical 
power. Watts teaches the conventionality of a docking station (9) having a receptacle 
for receiving power (See Fig 59, see also Column 30, Lines 65-67). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
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the teachings of Watts with that of Chu and Lin et al. to provide power to both the 
docking station and the computer core. 

Claims 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chu in view of Lin et al. and further in view of Adier et al. (US 6,342,901). 

With respect to claim 15, Chu teaches the limitations of claim 14 above but is 
silent as to the wireless connection being one or more of a radio frequency connection, 
an infrared connection, and an acoustic connection. AdIer et al. teaches the 
conventionality of having a LAN with a radio frequency connection (Column 6, Lines 58- 
61). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of AdIer et al. with that of Chu and Lin et 
al. to provide a connection to a network that does not require cables. 

With respect to claim 16, Chu teaches the limitations of claim 10 above but is 
silent as to the at least one external device is one or more of a remote computer and a 
peripheral device. AdIer et al. teaches the conventionality of a remote device being a 
computer which can be connected to through a LAN (Column 6, Lines 52-61). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings of AdIer et al. with that of Chu to further increase the 
computing capability of the docking station (200) of Chu. 

With respect to claim 17, AdIer et al. teaches that the remote computer is one or 
more of a desktop computer and a laptop computer (Column 6, Lines 52-54). 
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With respect to claim 18, Adier et ai. further teaches that the peripheral device 
(I.E. printer 124) is connected to a computer system (Via the LAN). 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chu 
in view of Lin et al. and further in view of Janik et al. (US 2002/0065902). 

With respect to claim 19, Chu in view of Lin et al. teaches the limitations of claim 
10 above but is silent as to the external device is one or more of a network interface, a 
personal digital assistant, and one or more mobile docking stations. Janik et al. teaches 
the conventionality of having a PDA which has a LAN connection (Paragraph 39) which 
could connect to the LAN of Chu. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Janik et al. with 
that of Chu and Lin et al. to provide further information services to the PDA (Paragraph 
12). 

Alternatively, claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chu in view of Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (Hereinafter 
AAPA). 

With respect to claim 10, Chu teaches a system supporting communications 
between a mobile docking station and at least one external computer, the system 
comprising: a mobile docking station (200) that has no local host computer core when 
the mobile computer is uninstalled (Column 4, Lines 48-50), the docking station 
comprising: a port (292) for receiving the mobile computer (100), a communication 
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interface (Column 5, Lines 23-27) for communicating with the at least one external 
computer, wherein the at least one external computer and the mobile computer are 
separate computers; and a display (210) for depicting information exchanged with the at 
least one external computer, wherein the mobile docking station supports 
communication with at least one external device when the mobile computer is installed 
(Column 3, Lines 53-67), Chu further teaches that the docking station (200) which has 
a mobile computer (100) which is both uninstalled from the docking station and without 
communications with the docking station, but is silent as to whether the docking station 
(200) enables the communications interface to support communication with the at least 
one external computer when the mobile computer in such a state. AAPA teaches a 
display device which is absent a mobile computer which enables a communication 
interface to support communication with at least one external computer (See Present 
specification Paragraph 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of the AAPA with that of 
Chu to provide access to a personal or business computer to allow the full use of the 
computer while away from the personal computer's fixed location (Paragraph 2). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary M. Pape whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2201 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thur. & every other Fri. 
(8:00am - 5:00pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached at 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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